calm proposals. He had already given them in abundance. Now was
the time for something merry and with laughter:

" I may storm and rage m vain;

It but stupifies your brain.

But with raillery to nettle,

Set your thoughts upon their mettle."

It was in this spirit that the "Modest Proposal" was written. Swift
concludes with a final touch by telling us that he has nothing to gain
personally by his suggestion, since his " youngest child is nine and his
wife past child-bearing."

The text of the present edition is that of the original issue collated
with that given by Faulkner.

[T. S.]

204